
A confirmation that SGBV is still prevalent against women aspirants, voters and
supporters. We are launching the study today with preliminary findings of this
mapped out by the monitors across the country.

FIDA-Kenya, in its 37 years of existence continues to work towards addressing
challenges facing women’s access to their social, political, and economic rights.
Cognizance of its pivotal role in ensuring the human rights of women and girls are
upheld across the country, FIDA-Kenya, in each electoral cycle seeks to harness the
gains and the overall democratic freedoms guaranteed in the Constitution.

FIDA-Kenya is proud to state that in the last two years we have succeeded in coming
up with mechanisms to ensure that our women and girls enjoy a free and fair
election devoid of any form of violence. In close collaboration with our partners at
the International, Regional and National levels, FIDA-Kenya has instituted several
measures to ensure that the challenges reported by Women and Girls post-2017
elections are mitigated and addressed.

With 5 Days to the Elections and having experienced 2 electoral cycles into the
Constitution of Kenya 2010, the Two Third Gender Rule remains a mirage. This is
despite that the 2017 elections provided a higher number of women Elected into Both
Houses of Parliament. There were 3 elected female Governors, 12 Deputy Governors,3
Senators, 23 single constituency Members of Parliament, and 98 Members of the
County Assembly.

As a result during this elections period

1. We launched the ‘Vote A Dada’ Campaign in 2021 which has provided a platform to
advance the gender agenda. As a result we have trained over 350 female aspirants
including the youth and Women Living with Disabilities on the various aspects of the
electoral cycle to ensure they have the requisite capacity to advance greater
participation in elective politics

2. We have recruited, trained, and deployed over 100 elections SGBV monitors across
the country together with IPOA, KNHRC, CSOs, ELOG, IMLU, NPS, Health facilities and
FIDA-Kenya, pro-bono advocates. The outcomes of this has been:
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60 health care providers in partnership with the counties who form part of the
essential services in emergencies in documentation and preservation of evidence.
This is aimed at ensuring that evidence presented in court is not limited by
insufficiencies.
50 pro bono lawyers who are ready to undertake disputes from the electoral
process hence advancing the much-needed legal assistants to our female
candidates. We have seen positive outcomes from this training. 17 aspirants
were assisted following the Political Party Primaries held in April this year.

3. We have also built capacity for key essential service providers who include:

FIDA’s Intervention during the 2022 General elections; 

1. We are today launching a physical and online Elections Observation Center to
provide psychosocial support and legal support across the country. This is in
addition to our toll-free line at 0800720501

2. Our monitors have also been deployed across 47 counties to report, map and
document incidents of sexual gender-based violence perpetration against women
aspirants, voters, and supporters. FIDA-Kenya will be monitoring and issuing periodic
statements on the issues that will be reported from the ground as part of the early
warning and response during these elections

3. Our trained pro bono lawyers and counselors will be on standby to offer support.  

We hope that the elections will be peaceful, and we are set to undertake our
collective mandate for the Nation and the people of Kenya. 

We welcome all the initiatives IEBC has put in place trying to solve all disputes
between all stakeholders. We strongly encourage all political parties to adhere to the
electoral code of conduct and to participate constructively and peacefully in the
entire electoral process, including after the elections. 

We commend all the authorities and people of Kenya for their endeavor toward
holding successful elections in August 2022. We encourage all stakeholders to
continue with efforts geared toward creating a conducive environment for peaceful,
credible, and inclusive elections and encourage political tolerance and peace
cultivation among citizens before, during and after the 9 August 2022 elections.
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FIDA Kenya, therefore, calls upon:

1. In these elections, there are gazetted female candidates in these positions, 3 Deputy
Presidential candidates,23 Governor Candidates, 340 National Assembly
Candidates, 42 Senatorial Candidates, 57 Deputy Governor candidates, and the 1187
MCA candidates in the August 9th Elections.

2. We reiterate our call for credible and peaceful elections, for which the Government
of the Republic of Kenya, through the IEBC bears the primary responsibility. We
remind the IEBC of the importance of free and constructive political debate, freedom
of expression, freedom of assembly, equitable access to media, including State media,
and safety for all candidates, as well as for election observers and witnesses,
journalists, human rights defenders, and actors from the civil society including
women.

With those remarks, we would like to urge Kenyans and all election stakeholders to
keep the peace and unity during this electioneering period.



For further inquiries, kindly reach out to the PR/Communications Lead, Moses Okinyi on

mokinyi@fidakenya.org, or call 0726989713.






